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Audio Books for all 
We have over 100 audio books (most 

are on cassette with more on 
CD all the time) available 
for check out in the Wood-
lands Library.  Audio books 
are a great way to “read” while on 
the go.  They are a great model of flu-
ent reading for young or struggling 
readers.  They are a way to be read to 
when there’s no one available to read 
aloud.  They’re a fun way to share a 
book as a family.  Stop by and browse 

our collection.  We have picture 
books, novels, and folktales 

available.  Each audio 
book comes in a bag and 
usually comes with a 

copy of the book.  If we don’t have just 
what you’re looking for in the audio 
realm, the public library has a HUGE 
collection of audio books too! 

T his is, for some people, the gift-giving time of year.  If you’re going 
to buy gifts, I’d like to suggest some things for you to consider 

before you make your selections this year. 
When buying books for children, I ask that you keep in mind the 

qualities of good literature.  Rather than run down a huge list of cri-
teria about what makes a good book, I suggest that if you will tire 
after reading the book only once then it doesn’t meet the standard!  I truly 
believe—and not just because I’m the librarian—that any great book can be 
enjoyed time and time again by kids or adults!    Whenever a kid moans, “But 
I’ve heard this book already.”  I reply, “Great, it’s just like visiting an old 
friend.  I know you visit your friends more than once.” 

Books that are written from TV shows, video games, and/or movies 
aren’t the quality that can sustain multiple readings.  Yes, many of us 
enjoy movies, video games, and TV shows, but the attempt to turn these 
into books just doesn’t work very well and frankly, I find it insulting as a 
reader. 

If you want to give books as a gift, look for books you loved when you were 
a child.  Look for books that have timeless topics for kids; you can’t go wrong 
with horses, dragons, sports, or dogs!  Look for titles by well-known authors 
(Lois Lowry, Gary Paulsen, Dan Gutman, Louis Sachar, Cynthia Rylant to name 
just a few).  Look for unique books—not series books—a gift book should be 
special because it is unique, not just another book in a series of 50!  What-
ever you choose, I hope you have fun.   

 
Happy Reading and Happy Winter, 

Elizabeth Roberts 

 

 

Book Fair Safari was Quite a Trip!   
Woodlands READS, DREAMS, & GROWS! 

 

This year’s fall book fair was another huge success!!  Our fair ran for four and a half days and we were lucky 
enough to have the assistance of 16 adult volunteers and several student volunteers. 

Through your generosity, our classroom libraries received several book donations through the Classroom 
Wish List program!  Your generosity also allowed the library to receive 85 new books directly from the fair, an 

additional 25 hardback books from the Scholastic catalog, and enough cash to purchase the 
equivalent of 46 new hardback books!  This is a huge bonus for your child’s school library. 

Thanks to adult volunteers:  Alia Schubert, Amy Zimmer, Brent Lippard, Debbie 
Smalley, Elizabeth Roberts, Ilene Albert, Linda Derrig, Liz Kennedy, Melanie Almeida, 
Melissa Snyder, Michelle Leach, Pat Mellon, Sandra Flowers, Sara Noack, Shondra Turner, 
and Valerie Mellon. 

 
Woodlands Library Website:  

 
http://woodlands.cksd.wednet.edu/library/ 
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