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October, 2009 

Dates to Remember: 
October 12: NO SCHOOL 
October 15: Supplemental Education Fair 
October 16: PTA Fundraiser Pickup 
October 20: Picture Retake Day 
October 23: Ice Cream Friday 
October 30: Halloween Parade/PTA 
                     Popcorn Friday 

 

Does your child 
qualify for Free or 
Reduced Lunch? 

 
If your student 
qualifies for the free 
and reduced lunch 
program at school 
then he/she is eligible 
to receive 
supplemental 
educational services. 
 
Please attend our 
Supplemental 
Educational Fair on  
Thursday, October 
15 from 6-7:30 pm 
in the gym for more 
information. 

Woodlands’ Website: www.woodlands.cksd.wednet.edu    



A Note from Mr. McCormick: 
 
When we look at research about student achievement, many factors are common to all high achiev-
ing schools. Engaging lessons, time on task, a rigorous curriculum, high expectations, and parental 
involvement are all important for student success. Often I hear from parents who would like to vol-
unteer in their child’s classroom, but simply don’t have time because of work and other obligations. 
My wife and I can be included in this group. The good news is that being involved in school is a 
great deal more than helping out in the class. What really matters is how you show your support to 
your children. For example, talking with them daily about school sends a powerful message about 
the importance of learning. Depending on the age of the children you may get responses ranging 
from, “stuff” to “I don’t know” to “fine” when you ask how school was today. Don’t’ settle for that! 
Asking specific questions can really help our kids share details about the day. For a long time at our 
house we would share our high and low from the day. This simple strategy led to many deep and 
fascinating discussions. Asking what they are learning in math or science also shows students that 
you care about what they are doing. Don’t give up if you have children who are reluctant to share, 
keep asking and listening. In time, you might be surprised by how much they do share about what 
they are learning in school. 
 
Another great way to be involved is to attend school events. For example, more than 200 parents, 
grandparents, and other caring adults came to school for Doughnuts with Dads. Last year we had 
about 140 attend. I had the good fortune to hear how excited students were that their dads, or moms, 
or grandparents were going to come to school! Coming to Open House, PTA events, conferences, 
and performances show our kids that we as parents care about their schooling. Kids watch what we 
do and how we spend our time much more than they listen to our words. We are fortunate at Wood-
lands because parents are involved in their children’s education.  In fact, our biggest problem is 
parking because we have so many parents attend events. This is a good kind of problem to have. 
Thank you for all you do to support your student and Woodlands. 
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© Would you like to feel more confident as a parent? 

© Would you like to have more fun parenting? 

© Would you like to feel more relaxed at the end of the day? 

If you answered YES to one or more of these questions, you 
may be interested in taking this fall’s 4-week Becoming a Love 
& Logic Parent course. 

When: Tuesdays, Oct. 20-Nov. 10 5-6:30pm 

Where: Woodlands Elementary Library 

Cost: $10 to cover the cost of a parent workbook (If you’ve 
taken the course before there is no charge; please come again and 
bring your copy of the workbook.) 

Facilitators: Jeff McCormick, principal, and Elizabeth Rob-
erts, librarian. 

Childcare will be provided with prior arrangement. 

Please contact us if you’re interested in signing up.  We are 
looking forward to working with you! 
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Parent Information-Progress Report  
  
You will notice that our progress reports are in a two-column format on legal-sized paper.  This format has 
changed since our pilot a couple of years ago, as a result of feedback from teachers and parents.  All academic 
marks are on the front of the progress report.  Teacher comments and a tear-off sheet for parent comments are 
on the back. 
 
The Academic 4 Point Key provides information about how your child’s performance will be marked.  Pro-
gress report marks denote a child’s progress toward the State’s grade level expectations.  Please note that a 
child who receives a mark of three (3) on any standard has consistently demonstrated mastery of that rigorous 
standard over time. 
 
Descriptions appearing underneath each content area are based on the Washington State 
Essential Learning Requirements.  Further details about grade level expectations under 
each learning requirement may be found on the colored insert which accompanies the 
progress report. 
 
The Characteristics of Cooperative/Responsible Learners, Attendance, and Teacher 
Comments allow teachers working with your child to communicate more specific infor-
mation.   
 
The first progress reports will come home the week before conferences in November. 

Washington State Child Care Resource & Referral Network 
(CCR&R Network) 

 
The CCR&R Network offers free assistance to parents seeking school-
age care for their children.  They are a statewide, private, non-profit 
association of 11 community-based child care resource and referral pro-
grams. You can visit our website at www.childcarenet.org to learn more 
about the network or obtain child care information. 
 
The CCR&R Network: 
          *Offers customized referrals to school-age care and licensed child   
            care programs 
          *Works closely with school-age and child care providers    
            and the state licensing authorities to assure parents are   
            given up-to-date referral information for legally operating   
            programs    
          *Offers parenting tips and information on how to choose   
            quality child care and school-age programs  
          *Offers online referral access for convenience      
 
For more information please check out the 
website or call 1-800-446-1114 
 (press “0” ) 

Where do I pick up, drop off, or park at 
Woodlands? 

You have no doubt noticed that we have 
changed our pick up and drop off area for 

students. We have 
done this to make it 
safer and help 
improve the traffic 
flow. In the 
morning and after 
school, the only 
student drop off 

area is the yellow zone. Please do not drive 
through the bus loop to drop students off before 
school. We have 15 District vehicles (mostly 
buses) that need to drop off students making 
this a congested area and occasionally buses do 
run late. We need your help to keep this area 
free of cars. 
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 FREE OR REDUCED LUNCH 
Time is running out!  The grace period for last year’s free or 
reduced lunches ends on October 15th.  You must apply for 
free or reduced lunches every year.  If you have not done so this 
year, be sure to get your forms in by the 15th of October.   

 
     If  Food Services has not received a form from you, lunches will   
     automatically be full price.       
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been free of fever for 24 hours. 

�  A student who has vomited two 
or more times in the last 24 
hours should stay at home. 

�  A student with any diarrhea 
should be kept at home. 

�  Consult your physician about 
abdominal pain that is persis-
tent or severe enough to limit 
the student’s activity. 

�  Students with rashes that cannot 
be readily explained should stay 
at home until your physician 
has been consulted. 

�  The common cold can present 

One of the most perplexing prob-
lems parents face is when their stu-
dent complains of not feeling well on 
a school day.  No one wants to keep 
their student home if the student is 
not really ill, neither do they want to 
send an ill student to school.  The 
following are guidelines to be fol-
lowed when making the decision 
whether to send your child to school 
until your doctor can be contacted 
for his/her opinion. 

�  A student with a temperature of 
99.6 or greater should not be sent 
to school.  The student should 
remain at home until he/she has 
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Dressing For Colder Weather 
Many students are coming to school unprepared for our unpredictable weather.  Unless it is 
too rainy or extremely cold, students go outside every day for recess.  Warm outer clothing 
and shoes with socks are a necessity at this time of the year.  Please make sure your child is 
wearing appropriate clothing when he/she leaves for school.   
If your child is in need of a warm coat or clothing, Family of God Lutheran Church, located 
on  the corner of Fairgrounds Road and Central Valley  Road, provides clothing at no cost.  They are open on 
Mondays from  12:00 until 2:00 p.m..  You may contact them by calling Glenda at 373-1361. 
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several dilemmas for parents: 
· A student with a mild cold 

but who otherwise feels 
well may go to school. 

· A student with a heavy 
cold accompanied by a 
hacking cough belongs 
home in bed regardless if 
there is a fever. 

· Consult your physician if 
there is no improvement 
of your child’s symptoms 
with three to four days. 
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Woodlands Elementary PTA is  
Proud of Your Support! 

 
Help us achieve the Silver Level Membership Award. When the next 2 members 
join PTA before October 25, Woodlands PTA membership will have grown 5% from last 
year’s membership. 
 
We will receive a certificate for our Award. You can join Woodlands PTA by completing a 
Membership Form and paying your membership dues to Woodlands PTA. Forms are 
available in the kiosk in the foyer. 
 
                                    Membership dues are: 
                    Individual:  $12 
                Couple:  $18 
                 Guilt-Free: $30 
 
 
Anyone can join. Ask your Grandparents, Aunts and Uncles and other family members 
to show their continued support for our school! 
 
When you join PTA, you will receive: 

Membership in Woodlands Elementary PTA 
Membership in Washington State PTA (www.wastatepta.org) 
Membership in National PTA (www.pta.org) 
 
Coupon Book from CKSD PTSA Council for local vendors 
Discounts through National PTA with: 

   Barnes & Noble® online 
   MedicAlert Kid Smart® 
   MetLife® Auto & Home 
   T-Mobile® 
 

Access to online resources with ideas for family activities, how to get involved in 
your school, legislative actions and more! 

 
 

 
A Special Thank You to Silverdale Albertson’s and 
Silverdale Safeway for their generous donations of donut 
holes for Doughnuts with Dads. Nearly 200 visitors 
joined our students for this event. 

 



Garage Sale Update 
Our first annual Garage Sale was a 

great success. We raised over 

$500 to help pay for field trips 

this school year. Thank you to 

everyone who donated items, 

helped set up, host the event, and 

clean up. 

 

Box Tops and Campbell’s Labels for Education™ FAQ 
 
Where can I turn in my Box Tops and Soup Labels?  
You can turn them in anytime to the collection box near the glass 
case in the foyer, or turn them in to your teacher. Be sure to put your name and your teacher’s 
name on your envelope or baggy. 
 
What is the Box Tops and Soup Labels Store?   
On the first Tuesday of every month before school, you can bring your Box Tops and Soup Labels 
in and choose a prize from the store. You MUST bring your envelope or baggy on this day in order   

         to choose a prize. 
 
What if I forget on the day the Store is open?  
You can still turn your envelope or baggy in to earn points toward the Box Tops King and Queen 
Award. 
 
What is the Box Tops King and Queen Award?  
At the end-of-the-year assembly, Woodlands PTA will crown the one boy and one girl who 
individually collect the most Box Tops and Soup Labels during the school year. They will receive 
special recognition during the assembly, and will receive a gift pack as a token of their hard work. 

Upcoming PTA 
Activities/Events: 

 
October 16: Fall Fundraiser Pick-up 3:45 – 5:00 

pm 

October 19: PTA Board Meeting  

                   4:00 pm Staff Lounge 

October 23: PTA Ice Cream Friday 

October 30: PTA Popcorn Friday 

 
We are excited that Woodlands Elementary will be granting a scholarship to a graduating senior who 
attended Woodlands. We are hoping to grant a $1,000 scholarship this year and are asking for student 
donations. Students will have a chance to “pay it forward” and show support for higher education. 
We’ve kicked off the fund with a donation booth set up during the recent garage 
sale. The staff is also helping out. You may have seen the themed baskets at 
Open House. These can be bid on during conference week. All donations will go 
to the scholarship fund. Look for more information in the coming months about 
the Woodlands Elementary Alumni Scholarship Fund and how your children can 
help in this effort! 
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Dear Parents: 
It’s hard to believe that we are quickly coming to the end of October. We often get questions about 
Halloween celebrations at school. Traditionally we have had a school parade on Halloween. We will 
continue that tradition on October 30th, with the parade beginning at 2:15 pm. The rest of the day will be a 
regular day. To help ensure that Halloween is a productive learning day we will not allow students to wear 
costumes to school. If they would like to wear costumes for the parade, students will change into them 
before the parade. Make up, hair paint, fake blood, pretend weapons, and gory costumes will not be 
allowed. 
 
We also recognize that some families do not participate in Halloween. For those children, alternate 
activities will be provided in the library during the time of the parade. 
 
Some classrooms will have other activities on Halloween and may need volunteers. Be sure to check the 
individual classroom newsletters for specifics about your child’s classroom. 
 
Sincerely, 
Jeff McCormick 
Principal, Woodlands Elementary 
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We wish you all a happy and safe Halloween.  Please take a few minutes to share these 
Halloween Safety Rules with your child. 
 

¨ Always use common sense, young children should always go trick-or-treating with 
an adult 

¨ Never trick-or-treat alone—have at least 2 buddies go with you 

¨ Plan your entire route and make sure your family knows what it is 

¨ Make sure that you are wearing a flame retardant costume 

¨ Wait until you get home and your parents check your candy before you eat it 

¨ Be very cautious of strangers—accept treats only in the doorway, never go inside a house 

¨ Be sure and say thank you for your treats 

¨ Don’t play near lit jack-o-lanterns 

¨ Visit only houses where the lights are on 

¨ Walk, do not run—walk on sidewalks and driveways—cross the street at the corner or in a crosswalk 

¨ Take a cellular phone with you if possible 

¨ Wear a watch and carry a flashlight 
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These long, dark rainy days can 
create dangerous walking con-
ditions for students.   
 

Please remind your child to be 
cautious and to practice safe 
walking procedures while walk-
ing to and from school and the 
bus stop.  
Please have your child: 
 

* Wear light colored clothing 
that reflects light and can be 
seen by drivers. 

* Walk on the left side of the 
road so on-coming traffic 
can be seen. 

* Be cautious when entering a  
crosswalk.  On-coming cars 
may have difficulty seeing a 
child in time to stop. 

* Never walk alone. 
As a driver, be sure you are on 
the lookout for pedestrians.  
Thanks for helping keep our 
students safe! 
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